State of California, Office of Planning and Research
1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Project Title: Solar Energy Research Center
Lead Agency: University of California, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
Project Location: ~ One Cyclotron Road, Berkeley, CA 94720

Contact Person: Jeff Philliber, Environmental Planner. One Cyclotron Road, MS 76-234A, Berkeley, CA 94720
Project Description

The University of California proposes to construct and operate the Solar Energy Research Center project (SERC
project or proposed project) at its Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) site in Berkeley, Alameda
County, California. The proposed project would be located in the central area of the LBNL site known as “Old
Town.” The proposed project includes an approximately 40,000 gross square foot building, modification of a
service road, reconfiguration of parking spaces, and minor improvements to utilities in order to serve the project.
The proposed building would house research programs focused on developing fuels from sunlight.

Environmental Review Process

The University of California will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for
the proposed project. An Initial Study has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), the CEQA Guidelines, and the University of California Procedures for Implementation of CEQA to
identify potential environmental impacts that will be addressed in the EIR. The attached Initial Study includes a
description of the proposed project. It is anticipated that the EIR will address environmental impacts in the
following resource areas: aesthetics, air quality, geology and soils, greenhouse gases, hazards and hazardous
materials, hydrology and water quality, noise, transportation and traffic, and utilities.

A copy of this Notice of Preparation (NOP), Initial Study, and public scoping meeting announcement are
available on the following website: http://www.lbl.gov/community/env-rev-docs.html. UC LBNL will hold a
public scoping meeting for the EIR on May 26 at the North Berkeley Senior Center. More information regarding
the scoping meeting is provided in Attachment A.

This notice is to solicit your views on the scope and contents of the forthcoming SERC project EIR. We request
that any comments be received no later than 5:00 PM on June 11, 2010. Your name and a mailing address should
be included with your comments. Please direct your comments to the attention of Jeff Philliber at the address
noted above. Comments may also be submitted via email to the following address: planning@lbl.gov. If you
have any questions regarding this NOP, please contact Jeff Philliber at the above address or via email at
planning@lbl.gov.

Signature: kﬁ,u»g{)(‘ u\i,u\ ) Dt "_‘3( ( , 30lo

Laura Chen, Chief FAcilities Planner, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

cc: LBNL CEQA Agency and Public Mailing List
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ATTACHMENT A: PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

UC LBNL will hold a public scoping meeting open to all interested agencies and members of the public. The
meeting is intended to present a brief overview of the Solar Energy Research Center project, to identify
environmental resource areas to be analyzed in the Draft EIR, and to invite public comments on the scope of the
EIR analyses.

What: Scoping Meeting for the Solar Energy Research Center project EIR

When: May 26, 2010 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

Where: North Berkeley Senior Center, Rooms A and B upstairs, 1901 Hearst Street, Berkeley

Parking;: Parking is available at the Senior Center and on surrounding streets (see map below)
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